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London:  88 km 
 

Oxford: 74 km 
 

Cambridge: 77 km  
 

Birmingham: 110 km 
 

90 minutes drive 
= 18 million people  
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The evolving  economic performance of UK cities: city 
growth patterns 1981-2011, Foresight Future of Cities: 
working paper , August 2014   

Economic Success 

Growth in Jobs 2004-13 
Cities Outlook 2015 
Centre for Cities   

Where? 
ECONOMIC SUCCESS 

 



Economic Success 
Where? 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 
 

Oxford - Cambridge - London 
Innovation Triangle  

East-West Rail corridor   

SEMLEP Functional Economic 
Area  - inter-related urban 
economies with their rural 

hinterlands 



Economic Success 
Where? 

ECONOMIC CHALLENGES 
 

• 28,000 new homes  

• 1.5 jobs per home 

• Population grows to 300,000+  

 

Travel demand increase of 60% 

but  

practical capacity improvements 
address only 25% increase  

 

 

 
Reduce carbon emissions per person by 40%  (2010 – 2020)  



Economic Success 
Where? 

MK FUTURE CITY PROGRAMME: OBJECTIVES 
 

The Metropolitan Century , OECD, February 
2015 

 

• Address barriers to sustainable housing and 
jobs growth  

— manage infrastructure pressures 

— create new service models 

— reduce carbon emissions   

• Improve the lives of citizens  

— responsive/bespoke services 

— engaged citizens  

— education and skills  

• Build leadership in urban innovation 

— foster innovation & business growth  

— attract investment  

— enhance reputation  

 

 

 

 

 



Milton Keynes Future City Innovation Cluster 



Milton Keynes Future City Innovation Cluster 



• £16m project, funded jointly by HEFCE and project partners 
• Integrated innovation and support programme to ensure that the capability for 

growth of Milton Keynes is not compromised  

Helping to secure the future economic growth of 
Milton Keynes 



Project Structure 

Milton Keynes is one of the fastest growing cities in the UK and a great economic success story.  
 

However, the challenge of supporting sustainable growth without 
exceeding the capacity of the infrastructure, and whilst meeting key 

carbon reduction targets, is a major one. 
 

MK:Smart is a large collaborative initiative, partly funded by HEFCE (the 
Higher Education Funding Council for England) and led by The Open 

University, which will develop innovative solutions to support economic 
growth in Milton Keynes. 

 
Central to the project is the creation of a state-of-the-art ‘MK Data Hub’ which 
will support the acquisition and management of vast amounts of data relevant 

to city systems from a variety of data sources. These will include data about 
energy and water consumption, transport data, data acquired through 

satellite technology, social and economic datasets, and crowdsourced data 
from social media or specialised apps. 

 
Building on the capability provided by the MK Data Hub, the project will 

innovate in the areas of transport, energy and water management, tackling 
key demand issues. 



The MK Data Hub 

Data will drive analytics at different levels of 
granularity to support intelligent planning and 

usage of resources across city systems 

Innovative solutions will be realised to reduce the 
cost of data-driven application development 
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Features, Functions and Services The MK Data Hub 
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Features, Functions and Services The MK Data Hub 



VIRTUAL MACHINE 
 

DEVELOPER SUPPORT 
 

INNOVATIVE ENVIRONMENT 

BUSINESS SUPPORT 
 

BUSINESS NETWORK 

Features, Functions and Services The MK Data Hub 



FIND GET 

SHARE 

DEVELOP CREATE 

Features, Functions and Services The MK Data Hub 











Developer Support 



City Motion Map 

Transport 

Motion Map 



Water 

Water Monitoring 



Energy 

Energy Use Load  
Balance 



Education 

Smart City MOOC 



Citizens 

Citizen Platforms 



Enterprise 

Physical space 
CPD events 
New Enterprise Creation PGCert 

Connecting Local 
Tech Enterprises 
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