Top Pro/E Rules

Maximize references.  Bigger (and older) is best.
When possible use the default datums or other large surface references that will not likely be changed or cut away by future features.
Minimize dimensions in sketch.
Fewer dimensions mean fewer things to change and less to go wrong during modifications.  Use as many constraints as possible to convey your design intent. 
Don’t add material inside material.
Try to only add or remove the actual material you would cut in real.  Material inside material has caused much grief when features get reordered, later in the design process.

10 (or less) entities in a sketch.
A sketch should only represent on actual machining operation.  Complicated sketches are more likely to fail and take much longer to regenerate.

Use more simple features rather than fewer complex ones.
This goes with the point above.  This speeds regeneration time and makes modification less painful.
10 ways to produce most features, think & choose carefully.
Different feature types behave differently when modified.  Try to think of the dimension values that are likely to change quite a bit in the design cycle and make those the robust dimensions for a feature.
Never leave weak dimensions.
This is a sure fire way to cause problems.  Your design intent should contain only the dimensions (and constraints) you require for the feature.  Often weak dimensions that you can’t get rid of indicate some sketch problems.
Build features like you would in real.
Try to capture the design intent.  This would be similar to placing yourself in the machinist’s position when making the actual part.  The closer to real you design it, the easier it will be to make in real.
Use default datums for sketch reference whenever possible.
Sketcher orientation references are the most overlooked reason for feature failure.  This should almost always be a default datum to avoid possible problems.
Do NOT enter numbers on to a drawing
Always find the associated dimension in the model and use the “&Dxx” to capture design intent.  This will avoid having to check all notes for accuracy and possibly overlooking critical information late in the detailing process.

Use Query Select ALWAYS
If you take your time to carefully select only the appropriate references, you will avoid silly mistakes.  Haste makes waste.
