    Mathcad E-books (Handbooks) ... what’s the story?
This document is an attempt to explain what eBooks were and how they move forward to the Mathcad Prime architecture. So a little history for Mathcad users who are inheriting installs purchased by others.
Mathcad 15 and earlier releases came bundled with 4 extension packs and customers were able to buy or download for free 8 other E-books. At different times the 8 additional were sold and later given for free to customers on maintenance. The important thing to remember is that if you have them hang on to them, you own them; they were licensed as perpetual, never expiring.
To view what you have installed simply launch your Mathcad 15 or earlier version, go to Help ->E-books.
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This will show what you have installed. Other users may have more or less than you depending on what was installed over time. Again, if you have them in your company you own them, all of them.
The 4 extension packs: Data Analysis, Image Processing, Signal Processing and Wavelet Processing have been built into Mathcad Prime. The additional functions are now part of the basic product and the supporting worksheets have been built into the online tutorials.
So now our interest focuses on the E-books. First it is important to note that E-books were collections of Mathcad worksheets. Hopefully you are aware legacy content is easily converted to Mathcad Prime worksheet format. All those worksheets from the E-books can run in Mathcad Prime. You need to convert your own copy of the E-books. This is extremely simple with the built in converter… use the file browser to identify the MCD or XMCD files you want to convert and click convert. It puts a new file right next to the original file, now in a MCDX format, ready for Mathcad Prime.



Next point to make is the E-book container from Mathcad 15 no longer exists. This container allowed us to walk the table of content, search the indexed content and advance orderly via next, previous.  
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So in an attempt to leave you with more than just a folder full of files, we have created scripts to help you convert the table of content files to HTML and launch the worksheets from a browser. There is one script tailored specifically for each of the 8 E-books. Any customs who have built their own E-books, this script can easily be modifed using Notepad. With these 8 scripts you can create Mathcad Prime E-books with the legacy content.
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Here are the steps to use the scripts.
1.) First we need the original content. Under the handbook directory of your Mathcad 15 install you will see all the E-books in subdirectories. Let’s use EE as our first trial. Copy all the files from this directory to a working directory. (c:\program files(x86)\Mathcad\Mathcad 15\Handbooks\EE)
2.) Launch Mathcad Prime and got to the Input/Output tab , launch the converter
[image: ]
3.) Use the add worksheet tab to select all the XMCD worksheets
4.) Highlight all the worksheets in converter UI and select convert
5.) [bookmark: _GoBack]A minute later they’ll be done. Move the EE.vbs script and related "Table_Contents_Filenames.txt" (under EE directory) that came with this document into your working directly where you now have all XMCD files and recently converted MCDX files
6.) Double click on ee.vbs, say OK to the dialogs until Done.
7.) You’ll see new HTM files, double click on splash.htm and navigate your E-book.
8.) You can now delete the XMCD files and XML files generated during the conversion in your working directory.
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